36                         SCAPA   FLOW
Squadron Command did not know of this wireless signal
as it was not intercepted by the Frederick the Great.  Not
till the 22 November did we know for certain where our
next port of call was to be.   Two English regulations,
dated 22 and 23 November, came to hand regarding for-
mation, course, action in fog, during the transit through
the Pentiand Skerries and for anchoring at Scapa Flow.
The latter confirmed the order of the Fleet as for the
coming over.    The torpedo boats started on the 22
November,   On the 24th the large cruisers followed, on
the 25 November the Fourth Squadron, on the 26 Novem-
ber the last ships left the Firth of Forth.   At 12 noon on
the 25 November the Fourth Squadron weighed and
sailed in misty, later thick foggy, weather from the Firth
of Forth.   Our escort consisted of the English Flagship,
battleship Emperor of Ittdia, which took station in the
van as guide, and four more battleships of which two took
station to port and two to starboard.   One ship would
have been ample to guide us through the English mine-
fields, but it suited the English design that through this
strict supervision they would bit by bit accustom us to
the fact that we had been captured by England in battle.
The next morning we ran into the bay of Scapa Flow
through a triple boom defence of hawsers and spars, and
provisionally anchored in the north-western part.  Later
on an English officer came on board to lead each ship
singly to its final anchorage further westward.   About
midday the Frederick the Great was really somewhere near
her appointed anchorage after two abortive attempts to
reach it; the other ships had equally little success.   Had
the English officers only been permitted to disclose the
positions of the anchorage to our officers, the anchoring,
which in such undisturbed waters was no great feat of art,
would certainly have taken only half the time.